
Pruning plan

Restoration Pruning: After the Storm

Cleaning the canopy: The red lines indicate where to make pruning cuts on this tree. 

Make good pruning cuts

Step 1: 

Step 2:

Step 3:

What is the collar?

6

During restoration, water the tree in 
dry periods to alleviate stress.

In most cases, fertilization is not necessary. 

Removal cut

Reduction cut

Heading cut



Is a heading cut the same 

as topping?

Restoration Pruning: A Few Years Later
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The goal of sprout management is for the new leader to 
close over the pruning cut.

Broken stem Reduced back to lateral Sprout closing over cut

Build strong structure 

A management strategy for sprouts on 
recovering trees

How long does 

restoration take?

When are heading cuts 

acceptable?

Heading cut – this 
small branch of a storm 
damaged tree can be 
restored through sprout 
management.

Age:

Size: 

Amount of damage:

Species: 

Health:

Topping – the entire 
canopy has been reduced 
with heading cuts; very 
harmful to the tree.




